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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 

Misnumbered claims [25 - 38] have been renumbered, respectively, claims [20 - 32]. 
Claim numbers 20 - 24 were inadvertently not used in the original daim numbering. 

The claims have further been amended to con^ct the dependencies thereof, which 
resulted from the con-ection of the claim numbering. A marked-up version of the 
amended claims Is provided on the following pages. 



2 



PAGE 3/10 ' RCVD AT 10/2012005 6:06:03 PM [Eastern Daylight T^^^ 



10/20 /2005 18:11 FAl 864 503 1889 



MILLIKEN LEGAL DEPT 



@004 



USPTO Customer No. 25280 ^3®® 

AMENDED CLAIMS 

1 . (Original) An innerduct guide tube assembly comprising: 
at least one guide tube; and 

a textile sleeve disposed about said guide tube so that said guide tube is 
In slldable relation with said textile sleeve. 



2. (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said textile sleeve Is a woven article. 



3. (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth In claim 2, wherein 
said textile sleeve is made from material selected from the group consisting of 
glass, aramid, PVDF, melamine, ceramic, polyvinyl chloride, polyphenylene 
sulfide, polyester, nylon. Teflon, PEEK and polyvlnylidene fluoride, mineral fibers, 
basalt, carbon or any combination ttiereof. 

4. (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in daim 1, wherein 
said textile sleeve is made from a monofilament fiber. 

5. (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in claim 1 , wherein 
said textile sleeve exhibits a breaking strength in the longitudinal direction of 
greater than 600 pounds. 

6. (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said textile sleeve Is made of fire resistant materials, chosen from the group 
consisting of polytetrafluoroethylene, polyvlnylidene fluoride, or PEEK. 
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7. (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said textile sleeve is at least the same length as said guide tube. 



8. (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in claim 1, wherein a 
plurality of guide tubes is disposed within a single textile sleeve. 

9. (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth In claim 1, wherein 
said textile sleeve is a composite material. 

10. (Original) The Innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said guide tube is manufactured from a material selected from the group 
consisting of polyester, nylon, Teflon, PEEK and polyvinylidene fluoride, or any 
combination thereof. 

11. (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said textile sleeve is coated with material selected from the group consisting of; 
polyvinyl chloride, silicone, acrylics, polyethylene or other olefins, and any 
combination thereof. 



12. (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said guide tube is coated with material selected from the group consisting of: 
polyvinyl chloride, silicone, acrylics, polyethylene or other olefins, and any 
combination thereof. 
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13. (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said textile sleeve is manufactured from synthetic material containing a flame 
retardant additive. 

14. (Original) The innenduct guide tube assembly set forth in claim 13, wherein 
said flame retardant additive is selected from the group consisting of: alumina 
trihydrate, magnesium oxides, magnesium borates, zinc borate, ammonium 
phosphate, pentaerythritoi, alkyd resins, polyols, melamine, melamlne cyanurate, 
dicyandiamide, antimony oxides, haiogenated organics, decabromodiphenyl 
oxide, ammonium phosphates, and organic phosphates and any combination 
thereof. 

15. (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said guide tube is manufactured from synthetic material containing a flame 
retardant additive, 

16. (Original) The Innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in claim 15. wherein 
said flame retardant additive is selected from the group consisting ot. alumina 
trihydrate, magnesium oxides, magnesium borates, zir\c borate, ammonium 
phosphate, pentaerythritoi, alkyd resins, polyols, melamine, melamine cyanurate, 
dicyandiamide, antimony oxides, hatogenated organics, decabromodiphenyl 
oxide, ammonium phosphates, and organic phosphates and any combination 
thereof. 

17. (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in claim 1, wherein 
said textile sleeve is made from fabric comprising multi-component fibers. 

5 

PAGE 6/10*RCVDAT10/20/2fl056:06:03PM [Eastern [te^^^^^ 



10/20/2005 18:11 FAX 864 503 1999 
USPTO Customer No. 25280 



MILLIKEN LEGAL DEPT 



Case 5694 



121007 



18. (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set fortli In claim 17, wherein 
said multi-component fibers are core-sheath types of fibers. 

19- (Original) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in claim 18, wherein 
said multi-component fibers Include a glass core wrapped with a layer of 
melamlne. 

2§r 20. (Currently amended) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in 
claim 19. wherein said multi-component fibers further include a layer of fire 
resistant polyester. 

2@7 21, (Cun-ently amended) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in 
claim 1, wherein said textile sleeve Is a woven fabric having polyester yams in 
the warp direction and nylon yams in the fill direction. 

27. 22, (Cunrently amended) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth in 
claim 1, wherein said guide tube contains means for instailing a cable therein, 

28r 23. (Currently amended) The innerduct guide tube assembly set forth In 
dalm 27 claim 22, wherein said means for installing a cable comprises a 
structure chosen from the group consisting of pull tape, pull cord, twisted 
monofilament yam, braided yam, monofilament yarn having a generally round 
cross-section, or any combination thereof. 
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30t 24. (Currently amended) A process for inserting an innerduct guide tube 
assembly into a conduit, said process comprising the steps of: 
providing at least one guide tube; 

providing a textile sleeve around said guide tube, so that said guide tube 
is disposed within said textile sleeve in slidable relation; and 

Imparting a force on said textile sleeve for insertion into a conduit, 
wherein said textile sleeve carries said guide tube into and through said conduit 
therewith- 

34, 25. (Currently amended) The process for inserting an innerduct guide tube 
assembly into a conduit as set forth in G t aim 30 c laim 24 , wherein said step of 
imparting a force on said textile sleeve includes pulling said textile sleeve through 
said conduit 

SSr 26. (Cun-ently amended) The process for inserting an innerduct guide tube 
assembly Into a conduit as set forth in da i m 30 claim 24. wherein said step of 
imparting a force on said texSle sleeve Includes blowring said textile sleeve 
through said conduit. 

33r 27. (Currently amended) The process for inserting an innenduct guide tube 
assembly into a conduit as set forth in claim 30 claim 24. wherein said textile 
sleeve Is made from material selected from the group consisting of glass, aramid, 
PVDF, melamine, ceramic, polyvinyl chloride, polyphenylene sulfide, polyester, 
nylon, Teflon, PEEK and polyvinylidene fluoride, mineral fibers, t^asalt, carbon or 
any combination thereof. 
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34r 28^ {Currently amended) The process for inserting an innenJuct guide tube 
assembly into a conduit as set forth in ola l m 30 dgim 24, wherein said textile 
sleeve Is made from monofilament fiber. 

35. (Currently amended) The process for inserting an innerduct guide tube 

assembly into a conduit as set forth in e talm 30 claim 24 . wherein said textile 
sleeve is a woven article. 

3&r 30. (Currently amended) The process for inserting an Innerduct guide tube 
assembly into a conduit as set forth in c l aim 30 claim 24, wherein said textile 
sleeve is at least the same length as said guide tube. 

3?r 31- (Cunrently amended) The process for inserting an innerduct guide tube 
assembly into a conduit as set forth In olalm 3 0 dairn^. wherein said textile 
sleeve exhibits a breaking strength of greater than 600 pounds in the longitudinal 
direction. 

38r 32. (Cun-ently amended) The process for inserting an innerduct guide tube 
assembly into a conduit as set forth in d a i m 30 claim 24 . wherein a plurality of 
guide tubes are disposed within said textile sleeve. 
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CONCLUSION 

Applicant believes that the amendment to the present claims is necessary and proper to 
facilitate consideration thereof. 

It is believed that no fee is owed with this Preliminary Amendment. Should this belief 
prove incorrect, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to deduct such fees as are 
required from Deposit Account No^ 04-0500. 



Respectfully submitted^ 



Date: October 20. 2005 




Legal Department 
Milliken & Company, M-495 
920 Milliken Road 
Post Office Box- 1926 
Spartanburg. SC 29304 



Charlotte C. Wilson 
Agent for Applicant 
Registration Number 45,224 
Telephone: (864) 503 - 2194 
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